
Dear WDAMI Members,        May 2020 
 
I hope you are well and safe. The past few months have changed many people’s lives in one way or another. I can’t 
begin to tell you how it has changed mine. Even though the day to day task are the same for the most part, there 
have been many new feelings and emotions that have popped up, trials within myself that I am learning about in 
these days of uncertainty. Everyone’s struggles are different and unique to them, but we are all living the Covid-19 
pandemic.  Fortunately for many of us, our horses have given us a great tool called persistence and with 
persistence we will overcome these uncertainties and challenges. Through our faith and the power of love and 
hope we will get through this pandemic and hopefully better our world. 
 
 The WDAMI June Clinic “Dressage for Every Horse and Every Rider “is canceled this year.   WDAMI does want to 
keep you and all our community safe during these uncertain times and we will be following the public health 
guidelines and USEF guidelines.  
 
WDAMI is proud to offer a new Riders Medal Awards program in which riders can earn Bronze, Silver and Gold 
Medals to recognize their riding achievements based on scores received at  WDAA Recognized Schooling Show 
and/or USE( USEF) Western Dressage Lite shows or USEF Recognized shows open to all breeds.  When riders have 
earned their gold medal, they will have the opportunity to purchase a gold buckle endorse by WDAA. Information 
can be found on the WDAMI website:  www.wdami.org. Scores can be used from past years as well.   
 
What’s new on the National level: WDAA has now developed Exceptional Rider tests — tests for riders with 
disabilities.  There are 4 Leadline tests and 4 Coached tests. You can check them out on the WDAA web site under 
tests. Please spread the word. 
 
 WDAA is allowing online WDAA Recognized Schooling shows to count for WDAA horse lifetime points and 
Achievements program. There are some rules you must follow. The rules are available on the WDAA website. This 
should be a great way to keep learning and moving up while we wait out Covid-19. WDAA also has a Ride-A-Test 
program for members to upload video tests through their website to be evaluated by USEF Western Dressage 
Judges and posted on their Video Education Portal.  This is a non-competitive way you can get really helpful 
feedback on your progress with your horse while still following public health guidelines.  
 
 Michigan now has 4 USEF licensed Western Dressage Judges, 2 large “R”, Sue Hughes and Joanne Coy and 2 small 
“r” judges Glenda Warner and Suzanne Morisse.  
  
Sunrise Equestrian Sports in Harrisville Michigan is offering a Virtual Show, Classical and Western Dressage June 13 
to June 27, proceeds will be going to WDAMI. To find out more information go to Sunrise Equestrian Sports 
facebook page. Should be a fun show.  
 
Quote of the month: Good basics is the key to good training. Work on good basics every day.  
 
WDAMI is looking for sponsors for our Year-end Awards and Educational Events. If you would like to help by 
sponsoring or helping us to find sponsors, please contact. infowdami@gmail.com.  Don’t forget to renew your 
WDAMI and WDAA membership for 2020.  You can do so by visiting our website: www.wdami.org. If you are not 
yet a member, we would love to have you join and become a part of one of the fastest growing equestrian sports.  
Thank you for your support. Be safe, have fun, enjoy your equine partner, and exercise the act of kindness to all. 
Until next time … 
 
Suzanne Morisse 
WDAMI President. 
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