
Dear Members,        December Newsletter 
 
The holiday season is in full bloom and the New Year is fast approaching. This seems like the perfect 
time to say thank you to our members and to our wonderful sponsors for their support of WDAMI over 
the past year. As your president, I feel that WDAMI is moving in the right direction. Our 
accomplishments for 2019 include a very successful education clinic (Dressage for Every Horse and Every 
Rider), a total of 6 WDAA recognized schooling shows, and a number of new committees where 
members can serve and be involved. The WDAMI Board is working hard to plan for the up and coming 
year 2020. More on this next month.  
 
I am pleased to report that our very own WDAA/USEF “R” Judge, Joanne Coy, was selected to judge at 
the Western Dressage World Championship Show.  It was an honor and a privilege to ride for her.  
Joanne is a wonderful judge and teacher with an amazing eye and great comments.  Joanne is the only 
judge I know who skipped being a “little r” in Western Dressage and was move up to a “Large R” 
because of her judging skill.  Joanne was one of the instructors for the apprentice judging program at 
the World show in 2017 and 2018. She was selected to be one of the speakers at the 2019 Judge’s 
seminar for Western Dressage in Colorado and has been asked to be a guest speaker for the Western 
Dressage Judge’s Seminar again in 2020.  Joanne serves as an officer on the WDAMI Board and as our 
Secretary. She is a very accomplished horsewoman and teaches riding on her beautiful farm in Otsego.  
 
WDAMI would like to say “thank you” to Kyle Rothfus, a Certified Harmony Horsemanship Instructor and 
RRP Thoroughbred Makeover Ambassador and to Maggie Huntoon, owner of Sunset Oaks Farm, for 
holding a benefit clinic for WDAMI. The clinic was held on October 25 at Sunset Oaks Farm in Howell. 
Kyle started the morning with a lecture on basics of Harmony Horsemanship. Then the participants 
worked their horses on a ten-foot lead rope and practiced moving their horses’ feet over various 
obstacles. A fabulous lunch was provided by Liz Skiotys. The afternoon session started with another 
lecture and then participants rode their horses through new challenges. A crowd favorite was the large 
inflated pink elephant. Thank you, Kyle and Maggie 
 
WDAMI Year-end award submissions have been received and are being processed.  Thank you to all 
participants. Our annual WDAMI Year-end Awards Banquet will be held at the Holiday Inn and Suites in 
Mount Pleasant on February 22, 2020 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Tickets are 25 dollars.  Look for further 
information in the mail around the first of the year. Please join us as we celebrate our members’ 2019 
accomplishments and learn what WDAMI has planned for 2020. Our speakers will be Joanne Coy and 
me. Joanne will share what it is like to be a judge at the Western Dressage World Championship Show. I 
will be sharing my own experiences as a participant at the Show. Joanne and I will be happy to answer 
any questions you might have about preparing for and attending the World Show.  
 
Our quote of the month is by Charles De Kunffy : A round top line is a prerequisite of impulsion. 
 
Join the WDAMI and WDAA for 2020: www.wdami.org. be part of one of the fastest growing equestrian 
sports.  Thank you for your support. Be safe, have fun, enjoy your equine partner and exercise the act of 
kindness to all. Until next time  
 
Suzanne Morisse 
WDAMI President 

 
 

http://www.wdami.org/

