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         February 2016 Newsletter  
 

    
The Western Dressage Association® of Michigan 

 
 

President’s Message - By Carol Baldwin  

 
First a correction with regard to February 
Newsletter…the WDAA World Show is being held 
in Guthrie, OKLAHOMA.  I mistakenly wrote 
Texas.   
 

The Western Dressage Train the Trainers™ Clinic 
is less than a month away.  We are still taking 
reservations for this clinic and would welcome 
your attendance and participation.   Available to 
professional trainers and amateurs alike, this 
clinic will teach the fundamentals of Western 
Dressage and help you better understand all of 
the elements of this growing sport.  Professionals who complete the TTT clinic will 
be given a certificate of completion and access to the TTT logo that can be 
displayed on their website, Facebook page or any printed material.  Non-
professionals will receive an amateur certificate of completion.  The clinic is being 
held at the Nottingham Equestrian Center in East Lansing, Michigan.  The cost for 
the clinic is $350 and attendees must be a member of WDAA.  To learn more about 

the Train the Trainers™ clinic and sign up for the clinic, go to:  
www.wdaatrainthetrainers.org   

 
June 4, WDAMI will be hosting the first WDAMI Schooling Show.  The prize list and 
entry form are available on our website, www.wdami.org.  Please read the show 
information carefully.  As a participant, you can haul in the day of the show or you 
can reserve a stall for Friday evening.  Please note that there are a limited number 
of stalls and camping hook ups available, so this will be done on a first come first 
serve basis. The show will be held at the Windy Ridge Ranch in White Cloud, 
Michigan on June 4.  We are so excited as this will be our first show!!  Please come 
and participate.   
 
Our friend, Jec Ballou, presented at the Michigan Horse Council Expo in March and 
was well received by all!  Our demo riders helped Jec with her presentation and in 
doing so, gained valuable information about their riding and their horse.   YEA!! 
Jec’s clinic at the Tromble Bay Equestrian Center, Inc. Cheboygan location June 10, 
11 and 12, 2016 is full but you can audit and you can also sign up to be on a waiting 
list by contacting Jill at jrrob1@gmail.com.   Ingrid Brey, WDAMI member, has 
contracted with Jec for a three-day clinic on August 27,28 and 29.  Ingrid’s farm is in 
White Cloud, MI.  If you are interested in receiving information on this clinic, please 
contact Ingrid at ibrey1@hotmail.com or call her at 313-910-0921.  
Please remember to renew your WDAMI and WDAA memberships!! 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

   WDAA Train the Trainers™ Clinic 

April 19 and 20, 2016 
 
Nottingham Equestrian Center  
East Lansing, MI  

 
Cost: $350.  
Membership of WDAA Required 

To sign up, go to: 

www.wdaatrainthetrainers.org.  

 

 
WDAMI Western Dressage 
Schooling Show  
June 4 at the Windy Ridge Ranch in 
White Cloud, Michigan.  Obtain 
entry form and prize list at 
www.wdami.org   
 
Jec Ballou Clinic  
June 10,11 and 12 at the Tromble 
Bay Equestrian Center, Inc, 
Cheboygan location.  
 
Jec Ballou Clinic  

August 27, 28 and 29 at the Windy 
Ridge Farm in White Cloud, MI.  To 
learn more, contact Ingrid Brey, 
ibrey1@hotmail.com .   

  

http://www.wdaatrainthetrainers.org/
http://www.wdami.org/
mailto:jrrob1@gmail.com
mailto:ibrey1@hotmail.com
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  2015 WDAMI Award Winners - Michigan Celebrates   
  WDAMI’s 2015 Year End Award Winners 

 
February 27, 2016 WDAMI hosted its 2015 Year End Award program!  Complete with a 
fabulous luncheon menu, silent auction items and door prizes, Michigan members and their 
guests enjoyed a wonderful afternoon of comradery and presentations.  
 
Our speakers for the program were Joanne Coy and Jessica Shier.  Joanne is participating in 
the WDAA Judges Program and shared the many things she has been learning in the 
program.  An advocate for western dressage and honoring the horse, Joanne has been an 
avid horse owner and rider for her entire life.  Jessica is WDAMI Board member and she 
gave an enthusiastic presentation about the Michigan organization.  She has been actively 
involved in preparing and showing for the last few years.  Articulate and inspiring, Jess 
motivates her listeners to get out there and join WDAMI, show and have fun!  Thank you, 
Ladies for your presentations to our program!! 
 
So many thanks to our outstanding WDAMI secretary, Rachel Belcher, for organizing our 
banquet.  She worked in the wings and, as always, made this event a delightful time for all.   
 
Western Dressage Association® of Michigan Award winners for 2015 include:  Rachel Lucas-Open Intro and Open Novice Horse 
Year End Championships and two high percent ribbons; Chris Potter-Open Basic and Open Basic Novice Horse Championships 
and two high percent ribbons; Jennifer Kiser-Adult Amateur Intro and Adult Amateur Intro Novice Horse Year End 
Championships, Adult Amateur Basic Reserve Champion. Adult Amateur Basic Novice Horse Reserve Champion and two high 
percent ribbons; Kim Nobel-Adult Amateur Basic, Adult Amateur Basic Novice Horse and Adult Amateur Level 1 Year End 
Championships and three high percent ribbons; Kathy Juhas-Adult Amateur Level 1 Reserve Champion; Mary Lynne Zylstra-Adult 
Amateur Pony Basic Year End Championship and a high percent ribbon.   
 
The Year End Championship winners were awarded the WDAMI Belt Buckle, a beautiful award created for us by the Texas based 
Lone Star Silversmith Company.  
 

 
 

Congratulations to our supportive Award winners and their guests!!  We are so very proud of you! 

WDAMI Summary of 

Febuary Treasurer 

Report 
 

Submitted by Treasurer Jill 
Robiadek 
 
Beginning cash 
12/31/2015                  $2480.30 
 
 Total Income January   1450.00 
 Less Cost of Goods Sold     0.00 
 Less Expenses                1086.22 
 Net Income                      363.78 
 
 Ending cash 1/31/16   $3694.08 
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Photo Left to right:  Chris Potter, Kathy Juhas, Janine Holmes (instructor and barn owner from Serenity Farm), Mary Lynne Zylstra, 
Kim Nobel, Lori(guest) and Jennifer Kiser. 
 

 

SUE’S SNIPPETS – No. 13 - by Sue Hughes 

The Importance of Counting Within Dressage? 

Probably you are asking “What needs to be counted”?  If you remember that the first of the Basics of training as described earlier, 
is “Forward from behind with clear rhythm and steady tempo”.  Rhythm comes from the feet and gives us the beat.  So walk is 4, 
trot is 2 and canter is 3.  However, canter needs a 4th and silent beat to cover the moment of suspension.   Clarity of the rhythm is 
the goal. Enhanced clarity –Really Clear Beats – often is referred to as cadence.  Cadence can be seen as well as heard because the 
horse lifts it hooves that little extra bit from the ground. 

The second need to count is for the Tempo.  Tempo is the rate of repetition of the rhythm or Beats Per Minute. Consistency of 
Tempo wins in competitions.  It also sets up transitions to be “seamless”.   Seamless means that the rhythm of one gait is perfectly 
clear into the perfectly clear rhythm of the next gait.  This happens when the horse is so consistently well balanced and on the aids 
it is able to produce those after the transition seamless transitions.  The rider’s mind needs to be equally clear.  Feeling and 
hearing the current rhythm and visualizing, hearing and feeling the newly required rhythm needs as much practice as does the skill 
and strength and understanding of the horse. 

A third thing that can be counted is the number of strides ridden for each quarter of a circle.  In Introductory and Training levels, 
the circles are 20 meters around. 

It is my observation that almost all riders post 7 times per quarter of a 20 meter circle no matter what size horse they are riding.  
So if you count your posting for each quarter of a 20-meter circle, and the count is the same per quarter, you are guaranteed to 
have produced a round one.  If not, you can make the too small segment larger with a bit of leg yield.  You also can prevent the 
diving in quarter by apply a longer or a stronger use of the outside rein.  Think of the outside rein in this moment as the one that 
“steers” and tells the horse not to dive in.   

 On the other hand, a quarter of a circle that it too large will need more guarding of the outside shoulder of the horse.  Learning to 
turn the horse’s shoulders with the outside upper leg and rein are the skills needed here. 
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One of the early masters in the US, Chuck Grant, taught riders to count the strides across the diagonal at working and collected 
trot and canter.  Then when they rode medium and extended gaits, he told them that there should be one less stride because the 
horse spent more time in the air and covered a longer distance during that “air time”.  An amplification of the gait like that is 
correct.  Not Faster.  Thus this a fourth place to count to check your skill levels.  

In Second Level one needs to be able to count steps in the rein back.  The fifth time to be able to count! Since horses step 
backwards in diagonal pairs, one diagonal pair moving back is the count of one, and the second diagonal pair is 2, etc. The rider 
needs to count the number of steps required by the test.  That sometimes is 3 or 4 and sometimes an exact number.  For the best 
score, the horse should halt square and step back with the diagonal pair of legs coming off the ground all the same height and the 
same length The last hind leg to go back should be the first to step forward.  Of course the horse needs to stay on the aids and 
show no resistance for a higher score. but the essence is the even backward stepping.  

For the advanced horse the rider needs to be able to count the Tempi changes of lead.  Ones, twos, threes and fours are required, 
and rider needs to learn the coordination apply the aids to the horse for each grouping.  Also for the advanced horse and rider, the 
canter zig zag in the Grand Prix needs to be counted.   

In general, counting either consciously or intuitively is forced upon us by our horses.  
It is the nature of most of them to slow down.  Some speed up.  Whatever your horse 
chooses, it is up to you to keep track.  OFTEN.  Many are so very subtle in their 
expression that they fool us.  Additionally, when horses collect, even a little, they tell 
us that then they cannot possibly go forward.  And when they go forward, then they 
tell us they cannot possibly collect.  Counting is essential so you can ride proactively 
and adjust the tempo before it becomes a disaster which you need to “fix”.   

Included are some excellent drawings of the rhythm of the three gaits. 
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Good News You Can Use! 

Diane Kaser 

Our esteemed newsletter committee is always looking for information and cool stuff to put in the newsletter.  I am 

asking for your help here.  It dawned on me that most of us on the board know very little about you.  It would be very 

helpful and fun to learn a little more about all of you who care to share.  I have come up with a few little questions to 

help us better direct our focus.  Here goes! 

1. How long have you been riding?  

2. What is your preferred discipline?  

3. How did you find out about Western Dressage? 

4. Do you have any favorite clinicians or teachers and why. 

5. Would you like to share any of your special skills with the group? 

6. Tell us about your horse.  Breed?  Age?  Level? 

 

If you can send a short paragraph to Carol Baldwin or me Diane Kaser we will feature a couple members’ bios each 

issue.  Tell us about yourselves.   

I would also like to share with all of you some of my favorite and informative websites, books and Facebook pages.   

One of the best magazines for western/vaquero style is The Eclectic Horseman.  Well written articles by well- known 

trainers.  They have a website and Facebook page.  There is very little advertising like most of the mainstream 

publications.  Take a look; you may like it. 

Since our membership is spread out but yet concentrated in the southeastern corner, the Board discussed each of us 

taking nine members under her wing to get to know each other on a more personal level.  What do you think?  We are 

always open to any ideas you may have.  

Since I am still recuperating from surgery, my time and brain activity is limited at the computer.  WDAMI is a growing 

“family” including all of us.  So please take some time to let us know about YOU! 

 

 
 

Photo: Author and western dressage advocate, Diane Kaser.  Diane’s farm in Beulah, MI is the site of several clinics featuring Sue 

Hughes, WDAMI Board member and Western Dressage/R judge.  For more information on the clinics, contact Diane at 
dhorse46@gmail.com. 

 
 

 

mailto:dhorse46@gmail.com
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The Path To Becoming a Western Dressage Judge 
by Joanne Coy 

Recently, I was asked to speak at the Michigan Western Dressage Awards Banquet about the process of becoming a Western 

Dressage Judge.   While preparing my presentation, the song that kept popping into my head was the Beatles', "The Long and 

Winding Road”, then I thought about the Poem, "The Road Not Taken", by Robert Frost.  Since I didn't want to torture the 

audience by singing the lyrics of the Beatles' song, I decided instead to recite the poem, because I feel it relates to all of us who are 

embracing this intriguing new sport of Western Dressage: 

 

The Road Not Taken, by Robert Frost 

 Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 

And sorry I could not travel both 

And be one traveler, long I stood 

And looked down one as far as I could 

To where it bent in the undergrowth; 

         

Then took the other, as just as fair, 

And having perhaps the better claim, 

Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 

Though as for that the passing there 

Had worn them really about the same, 

         

And both that morning equally lay 

In leaves no step had trodden black. 

Oh, I kept the first for another day! 

Yet knowing how way leads on to way, 

I doubted if I should ever come back. 

         

I shall be telling this with a sigh 

Somewhere ages and ages hence: 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 

I took the one less traveled by, 

And that has made all the difference. 

    

The road that I took for many years was the Traditional Dressage road, which now has diverged with the Western Dressage road, 

and although the Western Dressage road is a bit less traveled, I do believe that it is going to make all the difference.   

For me, the journey, began with Traditional Dressage.  Competing and training in that sport enabled me to qualify for the judging 

program sponsored by USDF called the "Learner Program" or L Program.  In order to qualify to enter the L Program, the applicant 

must have a successful show record (currently through third level).  I've earned a Bronze Medal (successfully having shown 

through third level) in Dressage, as well as having a varied riding history which includes Western Pleasure, Hunt Seat, Endurance 

and Competitive Trail Riding.  

Becoming an L Graduate in 2014 required approximately 50 hours of classroom instruction over a period of three separate two-day 

seminars, which is known as "Part 1", A, B, and C.  These seminars included both video instruction and live-horse presentations with 

practice-judging.  The second phase of the L Program, cleverly named "Part 2" consisted of another 50 hours of instruction and 
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testing, ending with a practical and written examination.  It involved group apprentice judging at live shows, with the instructor 

evaluating your skills, and concluded with a final judging examination at a horse show.  The written examination consisted of a 

couple of hundred questions evaluating our knowledge of USDF and USEF rules.  There was also an oral examination by the examiner 

while we watched and judged rides both at the show and videos in the classroom.  An additional requirement for the L Program 

includes a minimum of 15 hours "sitting" with a judge at approved dressage shows, and scribing for a minimum of 15 hours at 

approved dressage shows (with licensed judges).  It is a very thorough program that is not for the faint of heart.  It involved tuition 

and a lot of travel, as our "live shows" were in Cleveland and Indianapolis.  Finding approved shows at which to "sit" and "scribe" 

also involved going out of state.   

 

I would recommend any serious rider get involved in the L Program, if they can, either as a participant or an auditor.  It made me a 

much more knowledgeable rider, trainer, judge and instructor, and prepared me for two additional goals: one, to become a judge at 

schooling shows, and two, to start down that "less traveled road" to becoming a USEF (United States Equestrian Federation) 

Licensed Western Dressage Judge. Because I am not "grandfathered in" to the Western Dressage USEF judging licensure program 

other than through being an L Graduate, my road has many twists and turns.  For specific details about the requirements, you can go 

to the "Licensed Officials" section of the USEF webpage.   

 

Basically, my journey began with participating in the first-ever WDAA sponsored Western Dressage Apprentice Judging Program last 

November at the World Show in Tulsa, Oklahoma. This was very similar to Parts 1 and 2 of the USDF L Program that I just described, 

and was taught by Dolly Hanon, a highly-ranked USDF judge and instructor.  However, it was condensed into three days, not 12 days, 

like the L Program.  Two of our days were 13 hours long, but very educational and worthwhile. 

 

The next "leg" of my journey was to attend the Western Dressage Judges Seminar, which took place in February, again in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma.  The seminar was attended by what looked like a "Who's Who" of the horse world.  Approximately 39 people were in 

attendance, from Internationally ranked dressage judges, breed judges, and L Graduates like myself. This seminar was led by Debbie 

Riehl-Rodriguez, a member of USDF's Learner Judge Faculty, as well as Joyce and Cliff Swanson, two of the leaders and founding 

members of Western Dressage.  Another requirement of licensure is a written exam, reviewing General Rules and the rules of 

Western Dressage as stated in the USEF Rulebook, and we all took this written exam at the seminar.   

 

What's next for me is getting in more "apprentice judging" hours at USEF approved Western Dressage Shows.  Although I was able to 

apprentice judge many rides at the World Show last fall in Tulsa, the requirement far exceeds the number of rides I was able to 

observe there.  So, my journey continues.  I will be apprentice judging at two breed shows this spring in Michigan, and two approved 

Western Dressage Shows in Wisconsin at Sorensen Horse Park this summer.  In fact, if you are interested in getting to some 

approved Western Dressage Shows, you might want to check out their website at Sorensen Horse Park for their list of shows.   They 

have three approved Western Dressage Shows scheduled this summer, and the show manager would love to see a strong Michigan 

force at those shows.  I'll also participate in the second-ever group apprentice judging program at the 2016 World Western Dressage 

Show in the fall, again in Oklahoma, this time near Oklahoma City. In addition to my apprentice hours’ requirement, I will also be 

evaluating 16 rides in an on-line examination, and my evaluations will be reviewed by a panel of judges to determine if I am 

assessing the rides accurately.  

 

One word I'd use to describe the process to become a USEF licensed Western Dressage Judge is "thorough".  I won't be a licensed 

USEF judge with Western Dressage until I complete all of the criteria I have listed here.  That is not to say that this is how all judges 

earn their USEF licensure in WD, there are other "roads" that will get you there, but this is my path.   

 

As of last November, there were only 25 Licensed Western Dressage Officials listed with the USEF worldwide.  As competitors, 

trainers and supporters of this sport, be proud in the fact that you are all “trailblazers", taking that leap of faith, which is good for all 

concerned.  Congratulations to all who won year end awards and to all who are brave enough to take the road less traveled, I believe 

it is going to "make all the difference". 
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Western Dressage Association® of Michigan Board Minutes for February   

Western Dressage Association® of Michigan February 4, 2016  

Opening: The regular meeting of the Western Dressage Association® of Michigan (WDAMI) was called to order at 7:04 pm by Carol Baldwin. 

Present: Board members Carol Baldwin, Sue Hughes, Dorothy Mueller, Jill Robiadek, Jessica Shier, and Rachel Belcher. 

Approval of Minutes of January 7, 2016 – Jill made a motion to accept the minutes as presented. Sue seconded the motion. There was no 

discussion. All members voted yes to accept. Motion passes.  

There was a correction made to the November 15, 2015 minutes. Under the WDAA News, the WDAA World Show is going to be held in Gutherie, 

OK, not TX. 

Treasurer’s Report – Dorothy made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as presented. Sue seconded the motion. There were no questions. 

All members vote yes to accept. Motion passes. The balance in the CNB account as of 1/31/16 was $2,796.52 and the balance in the PayPal 

account as of 1/31/16 was $897.56. The net income for January was $363.78. 

Old Business: 

Marketing Assignments for the State – still in process and will be ready as soon as possible. Diane is recovering from surgery. 

Michigan Horse Council – Dorothy is looking for demo riders for the Jec Ballou clinic during the MHC Expo in January. She is looking for both 

English and western dressage riders.  

Train the Trainers Clinic – We have received the contracts for both Cliff and Frances, but we are still waiting on their proof of insurance. Dorothy 

made a motion that we add Nottingham as additional insured on our insurance policy for TTT at a cost of $35, which is good for one calendar 

year. Jill seconded the motion. All members vote yes to accept. Motion carries. All the demo riders are secured for TTT. They will meet with Cliff 

and Frances the day before TTT from 1:30 to 3:00. We will pay Nottingham $100 for the use of their arena during that time. Sue found another 

supplier of chairs for only $1.00 each per day. She is still looking for a big screen to rent and also a lime spreader. Lunch will be provided by Penn 

Station. We will be getting box lunches, which include either a club, Italian, tuna salad, or veggie sub, chips, fruit, cookie, and condiments. We will 

provide water, soda, Gatorade, and coffee. Jill will be handling the money at the clinic, Diane and Joanne Coy will do the registration, Rachel will 

be handling the refreshments and lunch, Carol will do the introductions and announcing, and Sue will be everywhere doing everything   Jessica 

will put together a flyer to hand out at the banquet and the expo.  

Membership Update – We have 45 current and paid members. 20 memberships have expired.     

Banquet 2016 –Carol, Sue H, Sue M, Jessica, and Rachel will be attending the banquet. Rachel will put together the programs with a list of the 

sponsors. She will also be organizing the door-prizes and silent auction items. The ribbons are in and the year-end awards are ordered. RSVPs are 

due by February 10th. Sue H will ask Joanne Coy to speak at the banquet, along with Jessica Shier.  

Jec Ballou Clinic – The clinic is full and we have started a waiting list. We have a photographer lined up for one day of the clinic. There will be 5- 

45 minute private lessons per day, and the group lesson will be 2.25 hours per day. 

WDAMI schooling show – The next show committee meeting will be February 12th at 7:30. Gail is working on the contracts with the judge, Joanne 

Coy, and with Ingrid Brey, the farm owner. We decided that entry forms will be available on the website, but they must be sent in by snail mail.  

Website/Newsletter/Facebook – Carol will correct the mistake of the 2016 WDAA World Show being in Gutherie, OK, not TX in the next 

newsletter in April. 

Conflict of Interest form – all members send their form to Carol ASAP. 

Lisa Hyslop Clinic – will consider for next year. 

New Business:  
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WDAA Affiliate Council – WDAA is looking to start an affiliate council which will help state affiliates get started and be a support group for them. 

They need volunteers from the current affiliates if anyone is interested. Carol has been asked to sit on the National Board as affiliate liaison, 

which she is considering.  

Adjournment: The next meeting will be on March 3rd, 2016 at 7:00 pm. 

Submitted by Rachel Belcher 

Western Dressage Association® of Michigan Board Minutes for March 

March 3, 2016 Meeting Minutes 

Opening: The regular meeting of the Western Dressage Association® of Michigan (WDAMI) 

was called to order at 7:05 pm by Carol Baldwin. 

Present: Board members Carol Baldwin, Sue Hughes, Dorothy Mueller, Diane Kaser, Jessica 

Shier, Violet O’Dell and Rachel Belcher. 

Approval of Minutes of February 4, 2016 – Violet made a motion to accept the minutes as 

presented. Dorothy seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All members voted yes to 

accept. Motion passes.  

Treasurer’s Report – Not available this meeting, will be presented at the April meeting. 

Old Business: 

Marketing Assignments for the State – Diane will divide the membership by 9 and distribute amongst the 9 board members. Diane will also look 

into sending out a survey to the membership asking them what they would like to see happen within the organization and any changes they 

would like to see within the board.  

Michigan Horse Council – The meeting was cancelled due to the weather. Any board member that are available to help at the WDAMI booth at 

the expo would be appreciated.  

Train the Trainers Clinic – We currently have 10 people signed up and paid. We will advertise at the expo. Sue to check with the Dressage 

Foundation about a grant for the TTT. We have the facility contract for Nottingham and they have been added as additional insured on our 

insurance. We received the contract and insurance for Frances Carbonnel. We received the contract for Cliff Swanson, still waiting on his 

insurance. We received verification of WDAA general liability insurance, but it expires on 3/11/16, will be checking up with WDAA. Still need a 

driver to pick up Cliff and Frances from the airport.  

Membership Update – We have 50 current and paid members. 21 memberships have expired.     

Banquet 2016 – we made $460 on the silent auction and received 1 new membership and 2 renewals at the banquet.  

Jec Ballou Clinic – The clinic is full and we have started a waiting list.  

WDAMI schooling show – The next show committee meeting will be March 4 at 7:30. Contracts with the facility and judge are complete. The 

facility owners have been added as additional insured on our insurance. The flyer is done. We have the application in with WDAA for this to be a 

sanctioned show. We will need a show steward at the show to check bits and tack for compliance. The show entry form and prize list will be 

posted on the website for downloading purposes. Participants can then print, fill in, and send money in by snail mail. PayPal can be used to send 

money in, but entries and paperwork still need to come by mail.  

Website/Newsletter/Facebook – Articles need to be to Carol by March 20th. Carol would like 2 board members to submit articles for the next 

newsletter. Diane will be sending in one. Sue has submitted a snippet.  

Conflict of Interest Reminder – Carol still needs 2 members to send in the forms.  

Listen in on a Board Meeting 

If you would like to sit in on a WDAMI 
monthly board meeting, please 
contact us at:  

infowdami@gmail.com  

for more information 
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New Business: 

Hodges Ribbon Order – Sue made a motion that we reimburse Carol $296.75 for the ribbon order with Hodges Badges. Jessica seconded the 

motion. All members vote yes to accept. Motion passes. 

Award language and rider report form – Carol asked Sue to do a language comparison between the award document and the rider report form to 

check for any inconsistencies.  

WDAMI Medal Tests – Sue suggested having Tammy Brandon writing new tests to use at the state level. We will use these tests as medal tests at 

the shows.  

Adjournment: The next meeting will be on April 7th, 2016 at 7:00 pm. 

Submitted by Rachel Belcher 

 
Photo: Western Dressage Riders Jessica Shier, Heather DuFour, and Allison Paige participating in a demonstration with clinician Jec 

Ballou at the Michigan Horse Expo March 13th at the MSU Pavilion in East Lansing. 

 

Western Dressage Association® of Michigan Board of Directors 
 

 Carol Baldwin, President (231) 290-0061 carolannbaldwin@gmail.com 

 Sue Hughes, Vice President (734) 604-2439 prideandjoyfarm@yahoo.com 

 Rachel Belcher, Secretary (231) 303-0551 horsemanship@yahoo.com 

 Jill Robiadek, Treasurer (231) 420-2654 jrrob1@gmail.com 

 Diane Kaser, Newsletter (231) 882-9571 dhorse46@gmail.com 

 Jessica Shier, Webmistress (248) 534-8724 jlshier23@gmail.com 

 Violet O’Dell, Trustee (586) 935-7955 violetrdh@gmail.com 

 Dorothy Mueller, Trustee (313) 215-1944 ironwoodfarmdressage@yahoo.com 

 Suzanne Morisse, Trustee (906) 632-6070 eaglehorse1@hotmail.com 
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Dear Western Dressage Supporter, 

The Western Dressage Association® of Michigan (WDAMI) is proud to announce our first Western Dressage 

Schooling Show.  The show will be held on June 4 at Windy Ridge Ranch in White Cloud, MI. Western Dressage is 

currently the fastest growing equestrian discipline in Michigan and the U.S. We have included a copy of our show 

flyer. 

We are reaching out to you in hopes that you would assist us in promoting Western Dressage by being a class 

sponsor. Class sponsorships are $25. Additionally, we are seeking donations of items which can be placed in packets 

which will be given to each rider.  In exchange we will provide you recognition at our show through flyers, posters 

and announcements, as well as acknowledgement on our WDAMI Facebook page and on our website – 

www.WDAMI.org. WDAMI will follow up with a thank you letter containing information for tax deduction purposes.   

 We are the official Michigan Affiliate of the Western Dressage Association® of America (WDAA), a 501(c) 3 

nonprofit organization founded in 2010.  WDAA is the Nationally Recognized Affiliate for the United States Equestrian 

Federation (USEF).  WDAMI was created to further the Mission Statement of the WDAA. WDAMI spreads the word 

about Western Dressage, through clinics, shows and events. We work with all Michigan clubs, associations and 

organizations that are interested in educating their membership in Western Dressage and in adding Western 

Dressage classes to their shows. 

 Our goal is to host a schooling show focused entirely on Western Dressage which will mimic a recognized 

Western Dressage show, exposing riders to all the USEF Western Dressage rules, tests and judging criteria without the 

larger fees collected by the larger shows.  Your sponsorship will enable us to have lower entry fees while still providing 

a quality show environment along with beautiful ribbons to reward the riders for their hard work.  

 Your sponsorship may be indicated on the second page of this letter. If you have suggestions for other ways to 

promote your business and support our show, please feel to contact me.  We are always open to new ideas. We 

appreciate your time and consideration and look forward to hearing from you.  Please note that your commitment 

form, payment or donations must be received no later May 15. 

 

Sincerely, 

Gail Anderson, Show Manager/Secretary 
10994 N. Woodfield Circle, Brighton, MI 48114 
Email: gail@michigandressageclinics.com 
Phone: 810-229-2694 

 

We invite you to visit our website, www.wdami.org , and/or our facebook page, Western Dressage Association® of 

Michigan to learn more about us and western dressage. 
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WESTERN DRESSAGE ASSOCIATION® OF MICHIGAN 

JUNE 4, 2016 SCHOOLING SHOW SPONSORSHIP 

 
Sponsor’s Name (as you would like to be listed): __________________________________________________________ 

Contact Person: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________________________ State: ________ Zip: ___________________ 

Phone #: ________________________ E-Mail: ___________________________________________________________ 

Your website: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you would like your sponsorship to be in honor of a person, horse or organization, please include that name here 

 

 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITES (please check applicable category) 
 

 

_____ CLASS/DIVISION SPONSOR ($25 each) – Indicate class/es and division/s (Youth, Adult Amateur, Open 

(Professional)) you would like to sponsor with a check in the appropriate box.  Multiple class/division sponsorships are 

welcomed and appreciated.  Your donation will be used to purchase high quality ribbons for 6 places. 
 
 

Class Division 

  Choice  Choice  Choice 

Intro Level Test 1 Youth  Adult Amateur  Open  

Intro Level Test 2 Youth  Adult Amateur  Open  

Intro Level Test 3 Youth  Adult Amateur  Open  

Intro Level Test 4 Youth  Adult Amateur  Open  

Basic Level Test 1 Youth  Adult Amateur  Open  

Basic Level Test 2 Youth  Adult Amateur  Open  

Basic Level Test 3 Youth  Adult Amateur  Open  

Basic Level Test 4 Youth  Adult Amateur  Open  

Level One Test 1 Youth  Adult Amateur  Open  

Level One Test 2 Youth  Adult Amateur  Open  

Level One Test 3 Youth  Adult Amateur  Open  

Level One Test 4 Youth  Adult Amateur  Open  

Test of Choice for Tests at Level Two or Three – no division  

Intro Level Dressage Equitation (walk/jog) – no division  

Basic Level Dressage Equitation (walk/jog/lope) – no division  

Western Dressage Suitability – no division  

Western Dressage Hack – no division  
 

 

 

 

_____ ITEMS for RIDER PACKETS - we estimate 30 items would be needed.  Specify item(s)___________________ 

 

All sponsors are encouraged to submit a ¼ page ad or business card.  All ads should be in black & white and in pdf or 

jpeg format, if possible, and emailed to: gail@michigandressageclinics.com.  Business cards may be mailed with the 

sponsorship form and payment.   

 

Payments should be made payable to Western Dressage Association® of Michigan and mailed to Gail Anderson, 

10994 N. Woodfield Circle, Brighton, MI 48114 

 
 

DEADLINE – Your donation by be received by May 15.  Please contact Gail regarding the pickup of 

your donated items. 


